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Abstract 

The submitted PhD project on the “Luxembourgers in the Colonies : a journey in the interstices of 

colonial empires. 1850-1940” wants to enlighten the relations between the Grand-Duchy of 

Luxembourg and the different European colonial empires from the half of the 19th century to the 

eve of World War II (ca. 1850-1940). It is indeed established that many Luxemburgish individuals 

participated in the colonial movement; but this participation has not yet been studied as a whole. 

We want to analyze the mechanisms of recruitment of colonizers in Luxembourg, the 

Luxemburgish professional and personal networks that existed in the different colonies and 

foremost the circulations of Luxembourgers between different colonial empires. Two basic 

approaches will be followed to do so: the military history and the circulation of engineers and 

scholars. Luxembourgish soldiers took indeed part in the Dutch colonial army, in the Force 

publique in the Congo Free State, in the French Foreign Legion, but also in the British colonial 

army. Engineers, mainly in the domain of railway building and in the iron steel industry, also 

participated in different enterprises in the colonies and often circulated between different colonial 

territories (Africa, Asia, Latin America). Through the consultation of Luxemburgish, French, 

Belgian, German and English archives and printed sources, we will try to clarify all these points 

that ask the question if the different colonial empires were really as separated and under national 

control of one only European state as they often tried to let believe. The Luxembourgish case will 

certainly permit to show that the colonial empires were not closed to citizens of other non-colonial 

European countries, as individuals and as groups, and that these people could profit from the 

situation of in between in the interstices of the colonial empires. 


